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Thank you to everyone who participated in this Saturday’s Historic Jackson Ward Clean-Up and Beautification Day on April 18, 2009. Wow! What a turnout! Of course, we had a lot of help this time with volunteers from Altria, Capital One, and even William and Mary, but it took a team effort to accomplish all that we did in just 3 and a half hours. 

With the generous financial support of Altria who donated all of the gardening tools, gloves, plants, mulch, bags, picker-uppers, water bottles, flyers and even paid for our wonderful breakfast from Lift Café and the organizational prowess of Vanessa Diamond from Hands On Greater Richmond, this event lived up to its promise. And, what a great way to spend an early spring morning, getting together with neighbors, meeting new friends, and making our community even more beautiful. This was most definitely our best attended Clean-Up Day with 35 volunteers from Altria, 3 from Capital One, 9 from William and Mary (who just decided to drop in before heading to Maggie Walker’s Heritage Day Celebration), and a whopping 48 from Jackson Ward. 
There were a lot of behind-the-scenes people who helped to bring this event to its fruition. And, you know me, I don’t want to leave anyone out. First of all, thank you to Liza who was my emotional support when things got hairy and was instrumental in finding those wonderful light-weight picker-uppers with free imprinting. And, it’s thanks to her and to Bert Tarranova that we had all of our supplies from Bert’s storage shed over to Abner Clay Park very early on Saturday morning. Thank you, Bert, for the generous use of your space and for being so accommodating with transport of everything we needed. You were there from beginning to end, helping in every way you could possibly think of, and we so appreciate it
Thank you to Darlene Mallory from the Department of Public Works who worked so closely with me in all of the details of this event, made sure we had the trucks when we needed them, and always is such a pleasure to work with. She makes my life so much easier. 

Thank you to Vanessa who had the great idea of the water bottles so as not to have another 100 or so plastic water bottles wasted. Why create trash when our goal is to clean it up? And, thank you to her as well for all the phone calls, all the details discussed, for the ordering, and for organizing the Altria volunteers. Much thanks to Immanuel Sutherland from Altria as well for all he did before and during the event. He and Vanessa make a great team.
Thank you to Bob and Steve for their awesome work in the alleys to identify and map all of the alley trash so that the city trucks could come and take it away. Special thanks to Steve for all of his work on the comprehensive map and to Bob for his words of wisdom. He always knows how to ask the right questions to make me realize the details I’ve forgotten and need to attend to. And, that is a gift in my book. 
Thank you to Leighton for her words of support and inspiration during our very long phone call and for manning the HJWA Sign-In table with Charles. Thank you to Charles for not only manning the table, but for also letting me bounce ideas off of him whenever I need to. 

Special thanks to Bill McGee who came to the rescue (once again!) when we couldn’t find a rental place to rent tables and chairs. He responded right away and agreed to put the ACDC table and chairs we needed on his personal truck Friday after school to take home so that he’d have them available at 7 a.m. on a Saturday morning. Thank you also to Dr. Clara Scott at ACDC who got back to me almost immediately with approval for Bill to borrow the tables.
Thank you to Lisa Bundy from Capital One for her help in organizing the Capital One volunteers and for her incredible attention to detail. 
The breakfast of fruit, juice and coffee (and cookies later in the morning) from Lift Coffee Shop on Broad Street was incredible, and there was plenty for all. They delivered on time, brought cookies on time, and cleaned up so quickly it was hard to tell they were ever there. They are an amazing establishment, and I am so grateful that we chose them as our caterers. 
The weeding, mulch, and plantings that were done all the way around the playground at Abner Clay Park and in 40 tree wells along West Clay Street look fantastic. And, with all of the people who opted to clean up trash, we were able to hit every street, alley and sidewalk in Historic Jackson Ward. Thanks to Charlie Schmidt and Melissa Maddox, even the nastiest alley behind the OIC building is clean. We even did Duval Street this time! I know that our stupendous police volunteers would have done it for us as they’ve so often done in the past if we needed them, but we had so many energetic folks out there this morning, that we hit every area. 

Everyone seemed to have a good time, an awful lot of work was accomplished in a short period of time, and we now have even more tools, gloves and picker-uppers for future Clean-Up Days thanks to Altria. 

Thank you to each one of you who gave of your time, your talent, and your energy to be a part of this joint effort. I am so proud of the place I call home, Historic Jackson Ward, and am so blessed to know each and every one of you. 

The pictures from today will be on the website, www.hjwa.org by Monday at the latest, so enjoy them and the memories of this day. And, please pat yourself on the back for a job well done!

                          Vicki

